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                                 LOA Scotland

Summer Holiday Cruise

Westlin Winds
Once again Kenny and Barbara attempted their Summer trip at the same time as last year hoping that they would avoid the repetition of last years disastrous weather conditions. They had invited Barbara’s brother John and Wife Eileen to accompany them on the trip around the inner Hebrides.

We decided to start the trip from Ardfern where we had left Westlin Winds for a replacement of all fuel lines up to latest BS safety standard required by British waterways on all boats reaching 4 years old. The pipes were low cost but sadly the labour cost was double what we had expected.
Saturday 28th June: Ardfern to Kerrera
Departed Ardfern at 10:00 in a F2 for Oban Marina on the Island of Kererra passing through Dorus Mor with the tide and lumpy sea off Seil Island and Easdale and reaching Kererra at 13:45. We berthed up on a pontoon at £19:00 all inclusive of power, free wifi and and we also took advantage of the free 10 minute ferry to Oban where we spent the afternoon. We returned back at 19:00 and headed off to enjoy fresh Scallops and a glass of wine at the outdoor seafood bar. We chatted to the German crew of a 63 foot ketch which had been badly damaged by a charter boat in mid Hull section and the repair cost was estimated as £100,000  Ouch ! 

Apparently as the charter boat approached the marina at fair speed into the wind heading towards the 63 foot ketch, the Gear lever / throttle came away in the skipper’s hand and reverse gear could not be selected. The 40 foot charter yacht bounced off the beam after the anchor had punctured the hull and then proceeded to hole itself on the aft end of another yacht as the engine power was cut. No one was hurt but it was a nasty bump. John and Eileen had survived their first long trip on the water and seemed reasonably OK despite the challenging conditions.
Sunday 29th June: Kererra to Tobermory
10:30 Not a promising day with a strong wind from the NNW. As we left the shelter of Kererra the Firth of Lorne was stirred up to a large swell and as we had the wind against the North bound Tide and crossing it beam on the short 7 mile crossing to Duart Castle was very uncomfortable and the swell was an amazing 8 feet mid channel. At one point the skipper was suspended in mid air as the boat disappeared into a deep trough and I landed on the starboard seat as it came up to meet me. Time to strap on to keep me in the cockpit. We tried root Ginger chippings to help our crew from the horrid scurge of sea sickness and they admitted this was a new found cure. The 6 mile open stretch of crossing had taken a reasonable 1hour and 5 minutes. Not bad considering the severity of the F7-F8 and Swell. 
As we progressed up the Sound of Mull hugging the North Shoreline of Morven the rain came on heavy and the gusts were regularly in the F8 category at 38 Knots plus. (A F4/F5 with Gusts to F6 was forecast). After passing Loch Aline and an option for shelter, the wind thankfully eased to a steadier F4 and eventually the rain eased off as we approached Tobermory bay.
At 14:20 we were on Tobermory’s extended pontoon and grateful to be out of a blustery trip. After a wander around the town we returned to Westlin Winds and after a superb stir fry we wandered along to the Mishnish Pub to support Spain in the Euro 2008 Cup final. It was a strange night sitting supporting Spain in the Beer garden watching on a large screen TV amongst several German and Dutch Yachtsmen all supporting Germany. Anyhow we won and it was a good night.
Monday 30th June Tobermory to Mallaig – Cancelled due to poor weather and Forecast F8 – Went off to the Mishnish pub to watch Andy Murray at Wimbledon in his amazing recovery.
Tuesday 1st July Tobermory to Mallaig take 2 – Cancelled due to poor weather and another night in the Mishnish pub to watch Andy Murray get thrashed at Wimbledon.
Wednesday 2nd July. Route replanned due to continuing poor weather and strong winds forecast making a trip round Ardnamurchan unadvisable. Two 44 footers attempted this twice and were forced back to the shelter of Tobermory. Tobermory rates are: £19:50 per night all inclusive
Wednesday 2nd July Tobermory to Craobh Haven.
08:00 Despite a rather wet morning and heavy overcast sky, we left Tobermory and headed South down the Sound of Mull in a F5. The Mull was very lumpy with the Atlantic swell running in from Ardnamurchan.

We tried some sails but the wind changed to be on our nose as we headed South and we did not fancy a delay on the choppy conditions. As we approached Duart Castle we watched the Craignure ferry approaching over the Firth of Lorne and it was lurching around a fair bit so it was back to fresh Ginger roots and wrapped up to face another lumpy run over the Firth of Lorne.

As we reached mid channel the swell was around 6 feet and this time wind and tide were in tandem so we had a slightly better run. Just as the numbing affect of the ginger was wearing off we decided to run in to Phuilladobhrain pronounced Pol Dor An and means “the pool of the otter” This is an ancient anchorage and offers good shelter in all weathers.

As we entered the Anchorage, the weather improved slightly and the wind eased to allow easy anchoring in 4 metres and in the good company of a baby otter. We had Lunch and after a rest of two hours in sunshine, we headed back out towards Fladda Lighthouse and down into the tide and the swirls of the sound of Luing. As we passed by the entrance to Cuan Sound we were tempted to follow a 40 footer into the sound but as they were making less than a knot forward motion we decided to continue down the wider stretch of Luing. We reached Dorus Mor as the Northbound tide was dropping off to only 2 knots and this made the run up to Craobh Haven simple. We were guided to a narrow berth on Pontoon 30 with only 2 feet clearance between us and a narrow 40 foot cruiser it was tricky coming in Aft on but the wind was down to 8 knots which helped. We tied up at 16:15.
We popped up to the Lord of the Isles for a meal and found a big improvement in the quality of the food. We found Craobh prices expensive at £23:50 plus 2:30 for Electric which we did not use. I guess these rates are what the top marinas cost now. We topped up with 29 Litres at £27.00 (Last year 30 litres here cost us LESS THAN £15.00)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Thursday 3rd July 

10:00 Left Craobh Haven and ran the short trip under sail to Arfern and popped in long enough to allow John and Barbara to return one of the cars the 12 road miles down to Bellanoch Marina. As soon as they returned we headed off to the Canal and the colour of the Classic Boat Festival at Crinan.
We had only a short wait until we were inside the sea lock. As luck would have it we entered under the close scrutiny of around 150 tourists and as we delicately tied up Kohn caught the toggle of his life Jacket which gave a loud his as it inflated much to the amusement of the on-looking crowd turning a quiet after noon into a form of short cabaret show as he struggled to move in his puffed up state. As we tried to settle the boat in the lock and get the lines in place we were besieged by the Yacht safety team keen in a very helpful way to give free advice and advise our life jackets could be subject to a recall, and have you has the boat had a safety inspection and and ,,,,,,,,,, In a few minutes we were up and into the next lock followed by a few on-lookers keen to see the next act in the cabaret show but there was no repetition of the earlier show.
We ran on the 1.5 miles to Bellanoch basin and marina and were all tied up at 16:00. We had a bite to eat and then went off on foot back up to Crinan to watch the yachts arriving including the 212ft A DIX 3 masted schooner which ghosted past us on her way to Anchor in Crinan Bay.
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A Dix leaving Crinan as she passed us heading South to Jura,
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  A Dix in Action
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11:15 Classic Race at Crinan
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 Old Vic 32 Clyde Puffer arriving as part of the opening ceremony with 15 pipers / drummers on board

Friday 4th July
With poor weather outside the canal, we went off to watch the Fife yachts racing at the Classic Boat festival. At Lunchtime we travelled by car to Tarbert for Lunch. On the way back along the canal we stopped to let John and Eileen experience the pleasure of opening and closing the lock gates. We helped a brand new cruiser and a yacht pass through locks 9 and 10 at Dunadry. John was rewarded with a hurl between locks on the cruiser which its owner had just spent £300k on. He also added that the trip from Largs to Tobermory and back via the Crinan canal had cost around £200 on fuel. 
Saturday 5th July John and Eileen went back home with a few stories to tell of their adventure..

Sunday 6th July another poor day of rain and winds.

Monday 7th July Crinan to Craighouse

10:00 After a delay at the Sea Lock exit we eventually left the canal and joined the Southbound tide under Sail in a F3 towards the South of the Island of Jura. We were hoping to make for Gigha in around 6 hours. After about one hour the anticipated F4 – F5 Became a steady F6 and by noon was blowing a strong F7 – A familiar trend this holiday. We tried to take cover in Lowlandman’s bay but the NNW wind blowing down the hills into the bay was too much for our 16kg Anchor to hold and we were forced to run South 4 miles to Craighouse Bay. In the now F8 it was a relief to gain shelter from the swell although it was still rough. After an exhausting 90 minutes we had failed to capture a mooring due to the swirling windage on the bow of the boat we captured the buoy five times but we could not hold it in place long enough in the swell, the wind 
and the driving rain. Eventually the wind eased to F6 and two brave souls came out on a dinghy to help connect our two bow lines – They recommended a third line due to the expected gale and we took their advice. At around 19:30 we were not amused as a young American lady approached in a speedboat and endeavoured to come alongside to collect £10 mooring fee. She was thrown around and bounced several times off our stern leaving all sorts of grazing marks but thankfully no real damage.
Tuesday 8th July 
5am it was a wild night and we both decided to do the mooring equivalent of an anchor watch to ensure we did not break our lines or have the mooring break. Thankfully by 1am the F8 was down to a F4 and we managed to catch a few hours. By 5am the morning looked very good with some blue sky coming and a predictable F2 wind so we used the North bound tide and headed North under sail deciding to do Island of Gigha another time. We took advantage of Slack water to pop into the entrance to Corryvreckan for a look. The far side looked uninviting with a standing wave and big swell so we continued back out and North passing Craobh Haven and onwards to Loch Melfort. We picked up a mooring in 7 ft of water at Low tide. We went ashore in the dinghy to the Mermaid Restaurant and were very impressed. We booked an early meal and this was excellent – Highly recommend this as a stop over. The American owners from Ft Lauderdale are trying hard to attract visiting yachts. The normal £12 overnight mooring cost reduces to £10 if you eat in the restaurant. A day stop is £5.
We had a peaceful night at last and caught up on some sleep.
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Westlin Winds moored at Loch Melfort

Wednesday 9th July

10:30 slipped the mooring under sail and sailed all the way down to Dorus Mor and into Loch Craignish in a F4. We chose the South channel and decided to look for anchorage for the night but by 15:00 the wind came up again to 25 knots and we felt exposed as it shot down the hill towards us. We upped anchor and headed back over to Crinan and picked up a mooring but the North Wind again had us bouncing around and as we did not fancy another night without sleep, 
we attempted entry into the canal. With only one lock keeper on duty and a very slow boat progressing through the Sea Lock, We had to brave 23 – 27 knots as we waited for access. Not much fun in only 9 / 10 feet of water and 3 foot waves. We went out into the elements and bounced around until eventually we entered the Seal Loch at a great rate of knots with reverse gear engaged to brake us. This was a hairy entrance but at least we were in and relief came as the gates closed. We checked with the lock keeper to ensure we had a clear run to Bellanoch. We cleared Lock 14 and were pulled to a halt at the Crinan swing bridge with no one on duty. We waited 40 minutes then a young sweeper came to our rescue and we passed onwards to the shelter of our pontoon berth. We had not realised the inland Lock and bridge team stop at 5pm out with weekends when they can be manned up to 7pm.
Thursday 10th July

The Weather forecast for the next 3 days was as dismal as it had been for most of our holiday, so we packed up and headed for home.

Next years Summer holiday may take place in May June or August as the first 2 weeks in July is proving to be a very disappointing month in Scotland. Next outing is to the Glasgow River Festival 19th -20th July
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