Kip Marina to Bellanoch Crinan Canal

 

06:00 Depart Kip in F4 and 4 degrees C. Wind from the North West and the sea state lumpy with occasional white horses.

 

07:30 Opposite Rothesay with wind increasing out of Loch Striven at F5/F6. Sea became very lumpy with waves of 3 feet wind continuing from North West and Temperature 4 degrees.

 

08:30 passing Tighnabruaich and shelter from the NW wind by the end of the West Kyle we were satisfied with the weather and sea state but knew there was worse to come. We had an enjoyable sail down West Kyle with a puffed out Jib.

 

9:45 rounded Ardlamont point and wind veered from NWW at F7 placing it pretty much on the nose. We were still under power and temperature maintained 4 degrees C. Se became more lively with 4 foot choppy swell.

 

10:30 turning past the lighthouse at Sgat Mor we became exposed to some rough sea running on the tide and into the wind we faced some big waves of up to 6 feet. At 5.5 knots we were doing a fair amount of slamming and rigging was taking a fair pounding so we slowed up to 4 knots and this made things less violent. We suffered a cold F7 most of the way up Loch Fyne until it eased to F3 just short of Ardrishaig.

 

At 12:10 were approaching the entrance to Ardrishaig harbour. It was Saturday and for 90 minutes we were trying to reach the Harbour Master or anyone that would answer the VHF on channel 74. Eventually we made contact with Crinan Sea Lock and they managed to relay a message to the team to announce our imminent arrival. The British Waterways chaps were very helpful and we were in the canal in no time and passing through to the inner basin ready to climb the first set of locks.

 

Derek Offered to run ashore and tend to the locks helped by a British Waterways gentleman, Mark. By Lock 3 Alec Howie, canal manager arrived on his motor bike and gave us a warm welcome to the Crinan Canal. We were very impressed considering this was Alec’s day off. We had been a long time on the waiting list and were delighted to be actually in the shelter of the canal. Shelter is perhaps not the right word as the North Wind was gusting at up to 20 knots making entry into each lock quite tricky.

 

By 15:30 we had reached Cairnbaan and settled for the night with a quick trip to the hotel for a well earned beer.
Saturday 22 March. At 09:30 we were up and ready to catch HMS Charger as it passed by out of Lock 5 heading back South to Liverpool.

 

The 12 young crew members smiled and gave us a regimented wave and then headed on down the canal. We were later to curse them for closing all the lock gates that they were asked to leave open to help us on our way.

 

Poor Derek had more gates to push and close.

We continued through lock 6.7.8 and 9 at a reasonable pace and were into a decent rhythm. The next 4 locks heading downhill were tricky due to the wind which seemed to throw a gust at us at the point of entry into each lock gate.

 

By 12:30 we were out of Dunadry and entering Bellanoch Marina. We decided to enter in reverse and managed reasonably well in the gusty wind. We tied up and relaxed for the afternoon assisted by Alec Howie again—That’s real dedication to the job we thought.
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Bellanoch Bridge

Easter Monday 24th March we slept in to 9:30 and had a lazy morning. At 12:00 Christine joined us having driven up by car from Girvan. 

 

We spent the afternoon visiting Tayvallich and Kilmartin Standing stones by car.

 

Tuesday 25th March we decided to go on a mini cruise. By 12:30 we were leaving the second of the two automated locks and by 13:00 we were making good progress through the Dorus Mor at 4.5 knots and 6.00 SOG the wind was on the nose from the North West and it was a chilly 6 degrees. 

 

We ventured over towards Corryvreckan which lies between the Islands of Jura and Scarba. We were within half a mile of the entrance and headed North to take advantage of a steady F4 on our Port side beam. This carried us up the West side of the island of Shuna and onwards passed the entrance to Cuan Sound and Seil Island until we could catch a glimpse of the bride over the Atlantic at Clachan.

 

With the wind dropping slightly to F3 we headed back down the East Side of the island of Shuna passing by Craobh Haven at 16:30 and spotted our first passing boat — A Grand Banks bound for Craobh Haven.. We had missed the opening hours of the Crinan Sealock and decided to turn into Loch Craignish. We radioed into Ardfern Marina to reserve berth 6 on the pontoon. At night we visited the Galley of Lorne pub and its welcoming log fire.

 

On Wednesday 26th March, the weather had taken a turn for the worse and we noticed a rather chilly 2 degrees C, so we wrapped up very well for the short trip back to Crinan down the picturesque East side of Loch Craignish. We departed at 10:00

 

The Snow came on thick in a F6 and reduced visibility considerably to only 100 metres. We slowed down and put all hands on watch. We spotted a small fishing boat and once it passed the wind eased back to a steady F4

 

By 11:15 we were back in the Sea Lock to be greeted by a few photographers and visitors who found it strange that we were out sailing in such poor conditions—Westlin Winds and a shivering crew still covered in snow.
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We tied up for the afternoon and chilled out for the rest of the day. We returned home next day Thursday 27th March.
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